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 Our topic work this half term is called ‘”What pet is best for me?” Each 
week we will be exploring a different type of pet, finding out about what 

they eat, how they stay clean, what exercise they need and if they would be 
a good pet for me.  
We are also learning about how to recognise pets and what their key characteristics 
are and what pets look like as babies. 
Our topic work will be done through play based learning, role play, expressive arts 
and understanding the world based activities. We will be bringing our topic in to all 
of our activities that we participate in, 
such as music, art, ICT and science. 
In science we are looking at how 
animals have adapted  to their 
environment. 

Hello and it is so fantastic to welcome all of Chestnut class back to school—there is a 
fantastic buzz in class and we are thrilled to see how happy and eager to learn the 
pupils are!  

Last half term, we did some fantastic learning at home and in school, all about 
shopping. Pupils loved pushing the trolleys around, buying from the shop in class and 
using the till! This term our topic is pets and pupils are loving this already!! 

Your child’s health and welfare is our priority and we are making every effort to keep 
everyone safe. If you have any queries; please do not hesitate to contact us via the 
school office, in your child's home school book or email                                
joanne.baker@saxonhill.shaw-education.org.uk 

Jo, Rachel, Nettie and Hayley. 

Each day, we will have a curiosity session in class. This half term we are 

using it as an opportunity to find out about our pets at home, based on the homework 

sheets that you have been returning to us. Pupils have loved looking at the photos of 

their friends and their pets too. Staff have also enjoyed sharing their pets photos too! If 

you would like to send any videos or photos in of your child  with their pets, we would 

love to see them—use Showbie or EfL to upload them! 
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In our English lessons this half 
term we will be exploring the 
stories ‘Hairy Maclary”, “The Owl and the Pussycat” 
and “The Great Pet Sale”. We will be working on 
comprehension, sentence building using colourful 
semantics and using words to describe our pets. 

We continue to work really hard in our phonics work, 
reading for pleasure and also our communication skills, 
using Makaton, PODD and individual communication 
devices—please ensure they are sent in to school, so 
they can be used and modelled by staff. 

 

In Maths this half term we will be 
looking at number, shape, space 
and measure.   
We will be counting and adding pets 
and their accessories. 
We will also be working on 
prepositions—games where animals 
are positioned, as well as what 
direction they are moving. 

 

Unfortunately, at present we are unable to access hydro. As soon as we can, we 

will let you know. Our rebound therapy session takes place on Thursday 

mornings.  Your child is on a rota, so only a small number of children use the room. The surfaces are 

cleaned after each go. 

We follow physio programmes in school, with standing, walking and changes of position each day, 

but it’s important to remember that we are just part of the physio care. If you need a new copy of your 

child’s physio programme, so that it can be continued at home, please let me know. 

PE is lead by Charlie from Burton Albion on Tuesday afternoons. 

 

 

Please send in snacks and drinks for 

your child each day, or at the 

beginning of the week. We provide 

drinks of water, but if your child prefers 

squash, please send in a bottle or send 

in ready made drinks each day. We are 

not able to provide snacks for your child. 

 
We hope to make as much use of our 
outside environment as much as 
possible. We have a small courtyard attached to our 
class, which is ideal for learning outside. Please 
remember to send your child with appropriate clothing 
for the weather, especially as the weather can be 
unpredictable at this time of year. You may like to send 
in a blanket for your child to use as well. 

Any suncream needs to be applied at home and be 
able to last the day. 

We really look forward to forest school! This year our forest school sessions are on 
a Friday, all morning. Please send your child in warm clothes/blanket (and ones 
that you don’t mind getting a little dirty) to wear on a Friday.  


